Appendix 
 to Regulation No 76
of the Rector of the University of Silesia in Katowice
 of May 27, 2024

COMPETITION RULES AND REGULATIONS 
Activity 2.2. ‘Support for Polish-Norwegian cooperation implemented by students and 
 PhD candidates within the HarSval project
2nd Edition
Application acceptance period: June - November 2024
Funding awarded from HarSval - Bilateral initiative aiming at Harmonization of the Svalbard cooperation.
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1. The subject matter of funding may be initiatives strengthening the research potential and Polish-Norwegian cooperation of persons beginning their scientific career, hereinafter referred to as 'mobility grants', in particular:
1) Activity 1: participation in specialized courses held by foreign academic units or research institutions in the period from January 1 to December 31, 2024.
a) courses shall be dedicated to a predefined group of beneficiaries, students or PhD candidates;
b) the applicants shall demonstrate that the substantive scope of the course is related to the thesis (bachelor's, master's or doctoral) they are preparing; 
c) only applications with a confirmation from the organizer that the applicant has been accepted for the course will be considered;
d) priority is to fund participation in courses organized by Norwegian entities;
e)  the applicant will indicate what direct or indirect significance the competences acquired during the course have for the development of Polish-Norwegian cooperation
2) Activity 2: research trips, including field study, laboratory study, internships or other scientific and research activities carried out as part of documented research tasks shared with Norwegian entities, which will take place during the period of 1 July - 31 December 2024. Cooperation with Norwegian entities should be documented by attaching a signed letter of intent or agreement on the joint conduct of a scientific project to the application;
3) Activity 3: participation in scientific conferences that will take place in the period from 1 July - 31 December 2024, during which the Beneficiary will present the results of research conducted jointly with Norwegian entities. Only applications that include confirmation from the organizer of acceptance of the presentation and the abstract of the presentation and a list of co-authors that includes at least one person affiliated with a Norwegian academic entity or research institution will be processed.
2. The Beneficiaries of the competition may be:
1) students studying at the Polish institutions of higher education; 
2) PhD candidates studying at doctoral schools in Poland.
3. Priority funding is given to applications submitted by students and PhD candidates of institutions run by the members of the Polish Polar Consortium.
4. Mobility grants to the following limits will be awarded through a competition:
1) Subsidies for participation in specialized courses - up to PLN 20,000;
2) Subsidies for research trips – up to PLN 10,000;
3) Subsidies for participation in conferences – up to PLN 5,000;
5. Expenses eligible for funding include the cost of: travel, lodging, per diems, exams, course and conference fees, visa and insurance.
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1. The call for applications, along with the competition rules and regulations, is published on mssd.us.edu.pl, pkpolar.pl and harsval.eu.
2. The evaluation of applications and the decision to grant or not to grant funding is made by the Selection Committee, which is appointed by the Harsval Project Coordinator, from among the researchers of the institutions forming the Polish Polar Consortium. 
3. The Committee may decide to grant an amount lower than that applied for.
4. Meetings of the committee, at which applications submitted no later than the 30th day of the month preceding the date of the meeting are considered, will be held once 
a month. 
5. The committee decides on the award of funding based on the following criteria: 
1) the application's observance of the formal conditions of the competition; i.e. filling in all the editable sections of the competition form;
2) the importance of the planned activity for the development of Polish-Norwegian  research cooperation; 
3) the importance of the planned activity for completing the diploma thesis and for the scientific development of the applicant; 
4) reasonableness of the cost estimate and feasibility of the task. 
6. The decision of the Selection Committee is final and cannot be appealed.
7. The Committee prepares the minutes of the meeting and submits them to the IEDS office within 14 days from the date of the monthly meeting of the Committee.
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1. The call for applications for the competition is conducted on a continuous basis from June 2024 to November 30, 2024, or until the earlier exhaustion of the funds provided for this activity in the project. A notice about the earlier exhaustion of funds will be published on the websites: mssd.us.edu.pl, pkpolar.pl and harsval.eu.
2. Applicants for funding are obliged to attach a complete application form in accordance with the appendix hereto together  with the relevant attachments and a certificate issued by the institution providing the studies or the doctoral school, confirming the student status of the applicant during the implementation of the activity being the subject matter of the competition application.
3. Applications should be submitted only in electronic form via e-mail 
 on polarknow@us.edu.pl.
4. The results of the competition will be reported individually to grant applicants and will be made available for a minimum of 1 year on mssd.us.edu.pl, pkpolar.pl and harsval.eu.
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1. The beneficiaries are obliged, under penalty of withdrawal of the funding decision, to:
1) to complete all formalities related to the trip before their departure at the institution providing their studies  in accordance with the rules and regulations in force in the institution;
2) to make an account to the institution providing their studies of the costs related to the implementation of the mobility grant within 14 days of its completion;
3) to spend the granted subsidy in a way that ensures rational and economical management of funds and in accordance with the provisions in force in the institution providing the Beneficiary's studies;
4) to submit to the IEDS office a debit note issued by the institution providing the Beneficiary's studies, with a deferred payment date (21 days) within 30 days from the date of completion of the mobility grant; 
5) for specialized courses that began before July 1, 2024, a debit note with deferred payment (21 days), issued by the institution providing the Beneficiary's studies, will delivered within 30 days as of the date of receipt of information about the subsidy award in the competition.
2. The Beneficiary is obliged to:
1) prepare a photo report and a popular science description of the activity within 2 weeks of the end of the mobility grant and to send it to the following address: polarknow@us.edu.pl;
2) consent to the publication of the report or its part on the following websites: mssd.us.edu.pl, harsval.pl, pkpolar.pl, polarknow.us.edu.pl, facebook.com in order to promote the HarSval project.
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1. Any changes in the mode and manner of spending the awarded subsidy require the approval of the HarSval Project Coordinator.
2. Matters not covered hereby are to be settled by the HarSval Project Coordinator.
3. The condition for being awarded the subsidy is the acceptance of the provisions hereof.
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1. The personal data of the contest participants will be processed in accordance with the principles provided for in the Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council (EU) 2016/679 of April 27, 2016 on the protection of natural persons in connection with processing of personal data and on the free flow of such data and repealing Directive 95/46/EC, abbreviated as GDPR [RODO], and Regulation No. 153 of the Rector of the University of Silesia, of October 15, 2018 on the introduction of the Information Security Policy at the University of Silesia in Katowice, as amended.
2. In order to participate in the competition, it is necessary to read the GDPR [General Data Protection Regulation] information clause and the declaration regarding the processing of personal data that are part of the application form in accordance with the appendix.

